
 

 

January 2021 

Calgary to Japan Flight Cancelled When Crates Break 

During Loading 

 

The CHDC has recently obtained documents for two Korean Air Cargo flights in June, 2020, 

which were transporting horses to Japan for slaughter.  The flights in question occurred on June 

3 and June 29. 

The June 29 flight was originally scheduled to leave on May 9 but the decision to cancel was 

made while the crate loading operations were underway at the airport as the crates were 

breaking.   

 



 

Ninety four horses eventually were on the flight, described as Belgian crosses born in either 

2017 or 2018.  To give an idea of their size the average weight is recorded to be 825 kg.(pgs. 

15, 16).  

A summary of events can be found on the Inspector Report (pages 157-161 of the ATI 

documents). 

May 9  

Inspection of a group of horses tested on April 13, 2020 at pre-export isolation facility. Out of 

127 horses tested 103 obtained negative results for all of the tests listed on the Veterinary 

Health Certificate for Export of Horses to Japan, meaning they were eligible for export. The 

horses were placed into pre-export isolation under lock and CFIA seals with identification 

inspection and verification for eligibility on May 1, 2020 by CFIA. 

Later that morning the horses were inspected while standing and in motion and it was agreed 

to eliminate 7 horses from the group: 

 One horse for laboured breathing (brand #407) 

 One horse for exhibiting stiffness of the stifle joint (brand #344)  

 Five horses for a smaller body frame and lesser "Belgian cross" 

characteristics in body frame and size as suggested by exporter 

representative. 

Ninety-six horses remained selected for export and listed on the Health Certificate for export 

reference number CLEE-2020-0030.  

Horses selected to remain at the feedlot were segregated and placed in another pen while the 

96 who had been chosen for export to Japan remained in the pre-export isolation pen. 

Following inspection of the group of horses they were haltered in the restraining chute- red 

halters for larger horses, black for smaller horses.  There was a significant number of large 

horses whose rump touched the top of the hydraulic squeeze (where horses are led for testing, 

for identification or halter placing). 

The horses were loaded in 7 trailers, the export certificates were completed, the trailers weighed 

and the horses were taken to the Calgary airport. 

At approximately 8:42 pm it was decided the crate loading procedure would be halted as the 

crates "were not suitable".  In fact, they were breaking (see page 51).  The horses were 

returned to the same pens they had occupied at the pre-export isolation facility prior to their 

transport to the airport. After unloading the gates were locked and a CFIA seal was placed the 

following day. 



May 12, 13 

It was hoped the crates could either be repaired or replaced and a new flight arranged by May 

12 as the Health Certificate was only valid until that date.  Korean Air could not provide a 

replacement flight by that time but also asked for the crates to be provided by a specified 

builder.. Because of these delays the importer would be asked to approach Japanese 

authorities for a derogation.   

May 27 

Questions arose regarding the interpretation of the meaning of ''outbreak'' in clause 2 of the 

Health Certificate which states: 

2. There have been no outbreaks of equine viral arteritis, equine encephalomyelitis, equine 

infectious anemia, equine influenza, equine rhinopneumonitis strangles, equine paratyphoid and 

equine piroplasmosis within three (3) months preceding the exporting date in the breeding farm 

or the keeping premises of the exported horses. 

June 1 

Japan indicated its willingness to accept the April 13 test results for these horses with re-testing 

for EVA. However for future shipments from (redacted) they consider the keeping premise 

ineligible for exporting horses to Japan as the EVA SN test result for one horse was ''positive'', 

not inconclusive and had not confirmed there is no EVA circulating within the premises.  The 

CFIA will need to provide more information on how the keeping premise can be declared as free 

for EVA virus, in order to resume exports. 

June 2 

Bleeding 95 horses.  One horse was removed, not fit for transportation because of Left Hind 

lameness, swollen inguinal area. 

June 5 

Questions related to the equine industry, including the live horse exports.  Answers can be seen 
on pages 100 - 102 of the ATI documents. 

June 16 

Exporter advises new transport day will be June 21 pending airline confirmation.  

 

June 17 

Exporter requests amending the transit date to June 26 as airline could not provide a suitable 
aircraft until then. The exporter was asked to provide a letter of explanation for the reason of 
their extension request and acknowledge the date will not change again. 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 



Several replacement flight dates were discussed but for a variety of reasons, including the 

airline’s inability to supply the aircraft type required and difficulty in obtaining a landing and 

transit permit, none could be arranged until June 29.  The sender of the e-mail below indicates 

there would be a $120,000 USD flight cancellation fee but it is unclear who ultimately paid. 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary of events (pages 34,36) : 

 

 



 

 

 



 

The flight finally departed on June 29 and was 12h 14m in duration, including the time spent on 

the ground in Anchorage. 

 

 

 

June 3 Flight  

 

On June 3, 2020 a Korean Air Cargo aircraft left the Calgary International airport carrying 99 

horses to Japan to be slaughtered for human consumption.  

All were recorded as Belgian cross geldings born in 2018. 

The flight was 12h 32m in duration, including a stopover at the Anchorage airport before 

continuing on to its destination at Kitakyushu. This meant there was an additional landing and 

take-off to be endured which is particularly hard for the horses and they often fall. 

Originally 119 horses were eligible but some were removed to conform with shipping number 

and weight requirements.  The Deadload list (see page 14) indicates there were 33 crates with 3 

horses in each.   

Test results indicated six horses were non-negative (inconclusive) for EVA and four were 

positive for paratyphoid. (The Veterinary Health Certificate Export Horse to Japan which must 

accompany each load stipulates there have been no outbreaks of several diseases, including 

equine paratyphoid) 

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/link1.png


A summary of events surrounding this flight can be found on the Inspector Report (pages 

250,251): 

May 29 

Lethbridge district informed on May 29 @ 11:44 a.m. that Japan’s decision for the (redacted) 

load will be the same as for the other load in question, meaning the June 2 load cannot go as 

planned.  Message was conveyed to the exporter (by phone) by CFIA vet, the reason being 4 

positive equine paratyphoid horses and thus part 2 of the Health Certificate cannot be verified. 

2. There have been no outbreaks of equine viral arteritis, equine encephalomyelitis, equine 

infectious anemia, equine influenza, equine rhinopneumonitis strangles, equine paratyphoid and 

equine piroplasmosis within three (3) months preceding the exporting date in the breeding farm 

or the keeping premises of the exported horses. 

 

May 31 

There were 3 emails from exporter: 

May 29 @ 4:50 pm (contained a threat to litigate see p 249) 

May 31 @ 6:52 pm 

May 31 @ 10:49 pm 



 

Letter from exporter expressing displeasure at the CFIA’s decision not to certify the load and 

threat of litigation, stating that between the animals and airfreight $1 million USD is at stake.  

 

 

June 1 

An email from (redacted) stating that (redacted) June 2 shipment is approved by (redacted) to 

go if local CFIA can certify the load. 

 

June 2 

Local CFIA made decision to certify the load on June 2 on the base that all the test results meet 

the requirement of the importing country.  All the horses on the no go list were segregated, still 

meeting the requirements of quarantine in separate pens. Should a horse/horses be injured 

during loading or final inspection he/she can be replaced by horses from this pen.   



Loading started at 5pm and was observed by CFIA vet.  During this time an animal activist was 

discovered attempting to photograph/film loading and was chased away by exporter. 

 

June 5 

Exporter requested a correction letter for horse #415 who was identified on the Health 

Certificate as a gelding but discovered to be ungelded by the importer who sent photos to 

substantiate.  The exporter was cautioned about this and informed of corrective actions for 

preventing future incidents.  Correction letter was sent to importer. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the exporter initially wrote to inquire about flight arrangements someone from the CFIA 

replied to inform him of the new transport regulations scheduled to come into effect in February, 

2020 and indicated there would be a ‘’soft enforcement period of two years for the changes to 

feed, water and rest” (p234). 

 

http://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2019/2019-02-20/html/sor-dors38-eng.html


 

 

 

 



 

We have obtained several photos that were taken at the feedlot in question: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

       June 2, 2020- Trucks en route to the Calgary airport following loading at the feedlot  

 

 

 

 

Trucks lined up at the Calgary airport waiting to unload the horses into crates 

Photo credit: Trevor Miller 



 

 

June 2, 2020 at the Calgary Airport                                        Photo credit: Trevor Miller 

 



 

Photo credit: Trevor Miller 

 

 

It should be noted that a separate e-mail was forwarded from the Tokyo post sent on June 1, 

discussing the June 1 and June 2 shipments. 

June 2 shipment 

An EVA positive result for a horse selected for export to Japan  was discussed in a June 1 e-

mail Test results for some of the horses who had been selected for export were discussed in a 

June 1 e-mail- positive for EVA, some positive for equine paratyphoid and inconclusive for 

EVA.. 

Some horses selected for export were removed from the eligible list as some tested positive for 

Equine Paratyphoid and inconclusive for EVA.  It was noted that MAFF (Japan's Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) did not consider inconclusive EVA results to be an outbreak, 

did not object to the CFIA certifying no Paratyphoid outbreak at the keeping premise and left the 

decision to certify the load up to them. 

June 1 shipment 

This shipment would be accepted if the CFIA conducted another EVA SN testing on all 

exporting horses. Future shipments from one keeping premise would be considered not eligible 

for exporting horses to Japan as one horse had tested positive for EVA. In order to resume 

exports the keeping premise must first be declared free for the EVA virus. 



 

 

The positive and inconclusive test results for some of the horses intended to be included on the 

flights led to much confusion.  One exporter attempted to make the arrangements themselves, 

without using a broker, in order to cut expenses which doesn’t appear to have worked out very 

well: 



 

 

 

Also included are answers to several questions regarding the live horse exports to Japan for 

slaughter industry that Canada participates in (see p.100-103) including:  

“Are exporting horses for fattening raised for this purpose? Or are any "originally 

grown for breeding turned over to be exported as horses for fattening". 

In answer to this question it is stated the exporters being referred to buy young horses from 

breeding farms in the US and Canada. One feedlot has a 120 day isolation and screening 

period before the horses enter the feedlot and may vaccinate for Equine influenza and 

rhinopneumonitis combination at time of entry.  Another exporter had 180 day waiting period at 

keeping premise prior to export. 

Not all horses purchased have been produced for fattening; some are produced for other 

purposes and those who don't meet the requirements, as well as cull mares and stallions, are 

sold for fattening 



In (redacted) district horses are vaccinated against West Nile Virus, Equine Influenza, Equine 

Rhinitis, East and West Encephalitis and Tetanus.but not Equine Viral Arteritis as it's difficult to 

get this vaccine in Canada. 

According to this document there have been no reported outbreaks of any disease on breeding, 

fattening or race horse farms but it is noted that some countries include seropositive animals in 

their definition of an "outbreak". Occasional cases of strangles and West Nile virus have 

occurred in the area (in a June 5 email we learn that clause 2, animal health conditions on the 

Export Certificate, is currently being renegotiated). 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Information was sought on the origins of a horse who had been slated for export to Japan but 
who tested positive for EVA.  The exporter was unable to provide this beyond the horse's  
arrival at their feedlot as they could not trace back to where and when he/she was born (see 
page 125): 
 

 
 

 

 

Documents may be viewed as received, with portions having been exempted under sections 

16(2)(c) and 19(1) of the Access to Information Act. 

For more information on horse slaughter and the live horse shipments to Japan and South 

Korea please visit the CHDC’s website, blog and archived blog posts . 

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/draft-horses-to-japan/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/?fbclid=IwAR2Afj9lDSRWKWXj3LZ_8QdCSAe9Ta6zRjCQjZ6w-zUvusoGfejufQlJDQY
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/blog/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/?s=ATI&submit=Search

