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CFIA Acknowledges Transport Time Issues 

 

January, 2023 

 

"The farm should have some awareness that transport time 

has already been flagged as an issue and also thinking 

about how to bring it in line with the regulations." 

 



 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has flagged transport time as an issue 

for the horses being transported by air to Japan for slaughter.  

This is according to an email obtained through Access to Information, discussing a 

planned September, 2022 flight and how to bring it in line with the Health of Animals 

regulation stipulating horses cannot travel over 28 hours without food, water and rest.  

 

Following a one-week delay, another Korean Air Cargo 747 left the Winnipeg James 

Armstrong Richardson International Airport  on September 12, 2022, after being loaded 

with 99 two-year-old horses destined for slaughter in Japan. The flight had originally 

been scheduled to leave on September 5, but was postponed due to a severe weather 

event in Japan.  

 

 

Timeline of Events 

On August 8, 2022, the 112 horses who had been chosen for export had their blood 

drawn after being restrained by a tilting hydraulic chute. All were found to be eligible, 

based on test results.  On August 22, it was confirmed by phone that the horses were in 

the location where they would complete their seven day isolation. 

 

It was later learned that the export would be postponed until September 12, due to a 

weather event in Japan that had the potential to affect the flight.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._296/page-13.html#docCont
https://www.waa.ca/en/passengers/
https://www.waa.ca/en/passengers/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/flights-cancelled-some-production-suspended-japan-storm-nears-2022-09-05/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/flights-cancelled-some-production-suspended-japan-storm-nears-2022-09-05/


“While going through the barn, one horse from the export 

group, brand number 54, was seen in a pen with a severe 

swelling just near the left hock. The horse was extremely 

lame but was able to rise without assistance. Remarks 

indicate that she had lost approximately two to three 

hundred pounds.   

(Redacted) reported she thought the leg may be broken and 

understood the horse could not be transported and was 

therefore no longer eligible for export.” 

 

On September 9, the horses were inspected at the keeping premises, in their pre-

embarkation isolation pen.  While going through the barn, one horse from the export 

group, brand number 54, was seen in a pen with a severe swelling just near her left 

hock. According to the list provided on the Veterinary Health Certificate for Export 

Horses to Japan, this brand number corresponds with that of a two-year-old red roan 

Crossbred mare. Although she was extremely lame she was evidently able to rise 

without assistance. Remarks indicate that she had lost approximately two to three 

hundred pounds.  (Redacted) reported she thought the leg may be broken and 

understood the horse could not be transported and was therefore no longer eligible for 

export.  

The cause of the injury was unknown, and no other information about this horse was 

provided; there was no mention of the time the injury was discovered or whether she 

had received veterinary care. 

All other horses were said to have appeared to be in good health. 

There was concern regarding the length of the transport time, calculated to be 30 hours 

and therefore in violation of the 28 hours allowed. In order to avoid this from happening, 

the trucks’ arrival time at the airport was adjusted and changed to two hours later than 

originally scheduled. 

 

According to the exporter, ninety-nine horses were loaded on six trailers and left the 

farm of origin at approximately 6 p.m. on September 11. They began arriving at the 



airport 5 hours and 45 minutes later, at 11:45 p.m.  Three of the trailers were loaded 

with 17 horses and 16 horses were on the other three. 

Upon arrival at the airport the horses began being loaded into crates right away, 

finishing at approximately 2:30 a.m. on September 12.  The plane had already arrived 

and it was cleaned and disinfected, as required. The horses were loaded on Korean Air 

Cargo, flight #9214, which departed at approximately 4:55 a.m.. 

 

 

 

Including a two-hour stopover at the Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport 

in Anchorage, Alaska, the flight was approximately 14 hours and 38 minutes in duration.  

The total transportation time recorded was 26.5 hours, however, this does not 

include unloading from the aircraft in Japan or transport to the quarantine facility there. 

The freight forwarder  reported all animals arrived safely. 

 

Members of Manitoba Animal Save group observed the horses being unloaded from 

trailers as they arrived at the airport and have made their videos available for public 

viewing at the links below: 

Crated horses being driven to await Korean Air Cargo flight # 9214  

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/-F0GyBqkegs?app=desktop 

Draft horses being unloaded at Winnipeg Airport  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=OSQvZdjqEiM 
 
 

https://dot.alaska.gov/anc/index.shtml
https://dot.alaska.gov/anc/index.shtml
https://farrow.com/resources/what-is-freight-forwarding/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/-F0GyBqkegs?app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=OSQvZdjqEiM


 



 

Inspector Report and timeline of events.  Source: Access to Information  



 

List of horses included on the Veterinary Health Certificate Export Horses to Japan   Source: Access to 

Information  



 

 

Ninety-nine horses were loaded on six trailers and transported to the Winnipeg airport for transport to Japan for 

slaughter. They were without food, water and rest for 26.5 hours.  Source: Access to Information  

 



 

Concerns regarding transport time are discussed in an email. Source: Access to Information 



 

Airport loading times are adjusted. Source: Access to Information 



The flight from Winnipeg to Kagoshima was approximately14 hours and 38 minutes in duration. 

On December 16, 2021, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau issued mandate letters to his 

Ministers. The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, 

was informed that the exports of live horses for slaughter are to be banned!  

This has not yet been implemented. 

Instead, Minister Bibeau informed the CHDC that government is in the early stages of 
analyzing their commitment to ban the exports of live horses for slaughter. 

 On November 9, 2022, Canadian musician, actress and animal advocate Jann 
Arden initiated Petition e-4190, calling on Agriculture Minister Bibeau to 
implement a ban on live horse exports for slaughter, as directed in her mandate 
letter from Prime Minister Trudeau on December 16, 2021. This petition is open 
for Canadian residents and citizens and closes on February 7, 2023.  To sign, 
just click the pink tab at www.horseshit.ca to add your signature. 

*𝑌𝑜𝑢 𝑤𝑖𝑙𝑙 𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑒𝑖𝑣𝑒 𝑎𝑛 𝑒𝑚𝑎𝑖𝑙 𝑡𝑜 𝑣𝑎𝑙𝑖𝑑𝑎𝑡𝑒 𝑦𝑜𝑢𝑟 𝑖𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑡𝑦. 𝐼𝑡 𝑖𝑠 
𝑖𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑟𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑡 𝑡𝑜 𝑐𝑙𝑖𝑐𝑘 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑙𝑖𝑛𝑘 𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑒𝑑 𝑖𝑛 𝑜𝑟𝑑𝑒𝑟 𝑡𝑜 𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑙𝑒𝑡𝑒 𝑡ℎ𝑒 
𝑠𝑖𝑔𝑛𝑎𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑒
𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑐𝑒𝑠𝑠.

Until a ban is actually in place, phone calls, letters and emails to Members of Parliament 

and to the Agriculture Minister are needed; they can easily be sent using the links 

below: 

 To write to your MP: www.horseshit.ca or https://bit.ly/3AutWgn

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/government-update-on-live-horse-exports-for-slaughtwe/
https://www.jannarden.com/
https://www.jannarden.com/
https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/2021/12/16/minister-agriculture-and-agri-food-mandate-letter
https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/2021/12/16/minister-agriculture-and-agri-food-mandate-letter
http://www.horseshit.ca/
http://www.horseshit.ca/
https://bit.ly/3AutWgn


 To write to Minister Bibeau: https://bit.ly/3wzf5Pp 

 

 

 

For more information about horse slaughter and the live horse shipments to 
Japan and South Korea please visit our website, blog,  archived blog  and follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Vimeo. 
 

https://bit.ly/3wzf5Pp
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/live-exports/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/?fbclid=IwAR2Afj9lDSRWKWXj3LZ_8QdCSAe9Ta6zRjCQjZ6w-zUvusoGfejufQlJDQY
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/blog/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/?s=ATI&submit=Search
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHorseDefenceCoalition
https://twitter.com/defendhorsescan
https://www.instagram.com/cdnhorsedefence/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs2kT_mEHyU_Cw8WQBuaw_Q
https://vimeo.com/user34060852/videos

