
 

 

 

Compromised Yearling Filly Transported to Slaughter 

No Measures Taken to Minimize Suffering 

 

 

October 2022 

 

Recently received documents, obtained through Access to Information, provide more 

evidence of cruel and callous disregard for the welfare of horses destined for slaughter.  



On March 8, 2021, twenty-six yearling fillies were transported to a federally licensed 

establishment currently slaughtering horses. A bay filly with severely overgrown hooves 

and barely able to walk was on the trailer and, despite her compromised condition, the 

records show she was not segregated, she was not loaded last on the trailer and the 

first unloaded, and no additional bedding was provided.  

“No measures were taken to prevent suffering, injury 

or death during loading, confinement, transport or 

unloading {she had pre-existing mobility issues, she 

was not last on or first off, there was no extra bedding 

supplied); and, she was transported to an assembly 

centre for 9 days before being humanely killed at 

slaughter (even though this was the nearest place, she 

was held for 9 days.”                                       

                   - Inspector Non-Compliance Report 

Attachment 

 

She bore an unidentified brand on her left shoulder, one seen on horses coming from 
(redacted) feedlot in the USA owned by the (redacted). However, when a photo of the 
horse was shown to the brand inspector he was unable to identify it with confidence. 
 

There is confusion over her origin, however, and despite numerous requests for her 

Equine Information Document (EID) and US export certificate, if applicable, it appears 

her EID was never provided. 

She was not slaughtered immediately or even soon after her arrival at the plant, but 

instead remained there for 9 days before being slaughtered on March 17, 2021. As 

requested, all four legs were retained to measure the extreme length of her hooves and 

inspect her joints. Remodeling of joints, arthritis, atrophy of muscle and tendons were 

observed. 

https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/humane-transport/transporting-unfit-or-compromised-animals/eng/1582045810428/1582045810850
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/humane-transport/transporting-unfit-or-compromised-animals/eng/1582045810428/1582045810850


 

 

 

 

Photo taken March 17, 2021 at the slaughter pen lairage, showing the yearling filly’s 

front legs and overgrown feet 

 



 

Photo taken March 17, 2021 at the slaughter pen lairage, showing the yearling filly’s 

back legs and overgrown feet 



 

 

 

Several phone interviews were conducted as part of the subsequent investigation and 

were included in the documents received. 

Phone Interview with Feedlot Worker 

On March 25, 2021 a Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) inspector conducted a 

phone interview with a feedlot worker regarding a yearling bay filly with severely 

overgrown hooves who had been transported with 25 other horses for slaughter on 

March 8, 2021. Despite her condition, she remained there and was not slaughtered until 

March 17. The name of the feedlot operator and location were redacted from the 

documents received, however it was reported to be approximately16 km. from the 

slaughter facility (stated to be about 1 hour for a round trip).  

At that time, the interviewee reported there were approximately 5,800 horses there on 

feed for various markets, but when full, they can have close to 10,000 horses. 



This person was said to be responsible for microchipping the horses when they arrive, 

using a modified elk squeeze to contain the horses. A microchip is placed in the horse's 

nose, the chip is scanned and the RFID number is entered into their system as 

''inventory''. The computer program then begins to count down to 180 days when the 

horse would be considered drug/residue free and thus eligible for EU slaughter. The 

system then changes the tag colour to green; this, he says, is how they select which 

horses are to be sent for slaughter.  

The chips are linked to the livestock manifest but not the horse's Equine Information 

Document (EID). 

During the discussion, it was disclosed that a trimming chute is mainly used for draft 

type horses and that horses destined for export to Japan have their feet trimmed in this 

manner. He said they get weanlings weighing about 700 lbs. in the fall, and some 

already have long feet, but they don’t look bad until they are older and heavier.  

 

He said they are limited on what they can use to treat horses for ailments, that they had 

hired (redacted) Veterinary Clinic as an ''auditor'' to document everything, including a 

runny nose. He was concerned about what they can do with colts coming in with old, 

healed injuries (using broken legs, for example). He noted their condition worsens as 

they gain weight, but can't be treated because of the EU program. 

 

 

 

 

Inspector Non-Compliance Report  

 

An Inspection Report is the primary mechanism by which the CFIA communicates 

non-compliance to the regulated party. 

 

 

A report of non-compliance issued on March 17, 2021 described circumstances 

regarding the incident with the bay filly, with sections of the Act and/or Regulations that 

were violated identified. However, it appears no enforcement actions were implemented 

by the CFIA. 

 
A summary of events was included in the attachment to the INCR: 

https://inspection.canada.ca/exporting-food-plants-or-animals/food-exports/new-requirements-for-export-of-horse-meat-to-the-e/eng/1488311247045/1488311328841
https://inspection.canada.ca/food-guidance-by-commodity/meat-products-and-food-animals/equine-information-document/eng/1632341893457/1632341894301
https://inspection.canada.ca/food-guidance-by-commodity/meat-products-and-food-animals/equine-information-document/eng/1632341893457/1632341894301
https://inspection.canada.ca/inspection-and-enforcement/guidance-for-food-inspection-activities/regulatory-response/standard-regulatory-response-process/eng/1546536254654/1546536254966


 

 

       NCR Attachment 

On March 8, 2021 (redacted) transported a bay filly in a tandem straight deck 

trailer owned by (redacted), driven by (redacted) employee, with 25 other 

slaughter horses. 

She was unloaded and put in (redacted) holding pen facility, just east of the main 

slaughter establishment (considered an assembly under HAR). She was kept 

there until March 16, 2021 (8 days) when she was walked/moved over to the 

establishment for slaughter the next day. At ante-mortem inspection she was 

observed, by a (redacted) employee, as being a compromised animal and was 

segregated into pen 5 overnight. She is also listed as EU (European Union 

eligible for export slaughter purposes). 

(Redacted) observed one isolated horse in Pen #5 during ante-mortem 

examination March 17, 2021. The Operator had not notified the CFIA of the 

compromised animal, as per their programs. All four hooves were extremely long 

and overgrown. She was in good body condition, but was lame, with a reluctance 

to walk and halted movements. When forced to move, she exhibited an 

abnormal, shortened choppy gait, showing significant signs of a chronic laminitic 

condition. She was slaughtered and did pass for human consumption. 

Photographs and videos were taken at ante-mortem and photos at post-mortem. 

The filly, loaded at (redacted) was not isolated on the trailer, but likely in a 

compartment with at least 6 or 7 other horses (redacted) trailers have 3 

compartments each). She was not individually loaded or unloaded (ramps 

used to load, groups of 6 or more sent up the ramp at a time to fill each 

compartment). No measures were taken to prevent suffering, injury or death 

during loading, confinement, transport or unloading (she had pre-existing mobility 

issues, she was no last on or first off, there was no extra bedding supplied); and 

she was transported to an assembly center for 9 days before being humanely 

killed at slaughter (even though) this was the nearest place, she was held there 

for 9 days. 

 

No original Equine Identification Document was ever provided to CFIA after 3 

verbal requests. 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/c.r.c.,_c._296/page-10.html#h-548075
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6TWZAzIosI


 



 

INCR attachment: Yes, harm was caused to the bay filly, but no enforcement actions were implemented 

by the CFIA for this non-compliance 



 

Above: Left front foot (approximately 6 inches in length) 

 

 



 

Above: Left front foot length (approximately 8 inches) 

 



 

Above: Underside of extremely overgrown left front foot 



 

Above: Left hind foot 



 

Above: Underside of extremely overgrown right front foot 

 



 

Above: Right hind foot 



 

Above: Right hind foot 

 



 



 

The two images above show the steep and uneven ramp that would have been used 

when unloading the young bay filly from the trailer. The videos clearly show how much 

difficulty she had walking even on level terrain, this would have been very hard to 

navigate in her condition. 

 

She was held for nine excruciating days before being slaughtered. 
 
For nine days, this year-old filly suffered at the slaughter facility, under the purview of 
the CFIA, with hooves overgrown so long that the pressure on her tendons must have 
been unbearable. To get to her pen, she was made to walk on grossly misshapen feet. 
Prior to this, she had suffered the stress of being loaded for transport purposes, then 
unloaded. She had no extra bedding provided for her. Neither was she segregated from 
other horses.  
 
The CFIA took no enforcement action. It is unlikely that the youngster received 
treatment for pain during her stay at the slaughter establishment or prior. She would 
certainly have received no anti-inflammatory drugs such as phenylbutazone, which are 
prohibited from entering the human food supply. In fact, because of European Union 
regulations regarding food safety, this bay filly couldn't be treated. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6TWZAzIosI


And so she suffered.  
 
She suffered at the hands of humans who sent her to slaughter, and she suffered under 
the umbrella of those who should have recognized her pain and had the authority to 
demand her release, but didn't. 
 
This filly's story illustrates clearly the cruelty inherent in the horse slaughter industry.  
 
These animals deserve so much better. What will our country do about it? 
 

 

 

 

To learn more about horse slaughter and the live horse shipments to Japan and South 

Korea please visit our website, blog, archived blog and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram, YouTube and Vimeo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/blog/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/?s=ATI&submit=Search
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHorseDefenceCoalition
https://twitter.com/defendhorsescan
https://www.instagram.com/cdnhorsedefence/
https://www.youtube.com/user/defendhorsescanada/videos
https://vimeo.com/user34060852/videos

