
 

 

 

Two-Year-Old Gelding Found Down in Crate Twice  

At Calgary Airport 

 

September 2022 

 

The CHDC has recently learned of another disturbing incident of a horse going down 

after being loaded in a crate at the Calgary airport prior to export to Japan the following 

day. 

 

On June 6, 2022, Korean Air Cargo flight number 8204 left the Calgary International 

Airport after being loaded with 33 crates carrying 98 two- year- old horses to Japan, to 

be slaughtered for human consumption. 

 

Each horse was described as a Belgian cross and born in 2020. Their average weight 

was 850 kg. (1874 lbs.). 

 

From 5:42 p.m. to 6:01 p.m. on June 5, 2022, ninety-nine horses were loaded on 

trailers at the feedlot then transported to the Calgary Airport, arriving approximately 



three hours later, at 9 p.m. Upon arrival, three horses were transferred into each wood 

crate to await loading onto the aircraft that would transport them to Japan the following 

morning.   

Later that evening, one horse was found down in the crate he occupied with two other 

horses. 

 

Timeline of Events: June 5, to June 6, 2022 

 

At 11:20 p.m. on June 5, a request was made to re-check crate 322209 as one horse 

was laying down. The crate was located on the tarmac and was inspected at 12:45 a.m. 

on June 6.  All three horses were found to be standing at that time.  Crate loading onto 

the aircraft commenced several hours later, at 1:20 a.m. 

 

At 1:47 a.m. the ground crew reported horse #37, described as a two-year-old grey 

gelding, was down in crate 322209.  Attempts to get him up were unsuccessful and it 

was confirmed he was the same horse who had gone down earlier.   

 

At 2:05 a.m. the crate was moved to the barn area at the Calgary airport. The two 

horses who were standing were removed from the crate, both appeared to be in good 

condition and fit for travel. After a few attempts, (redacted) was able to get horse #37 

up and out of the crate. His condition was evaluated and, considering this was the 

second time he had gone down, it was decided to remove him from the export load and 

return him to the feedlot.   

 

The records indicate that he was loaded on a trailer at 4:45 a.m. and transported to the 

feedlot for veterinary assessment.  

 

No follow-up information regarding his condition was provided, or his fate. 

 

The flight was approximately 13 hours, 48 minutes in duration, with a stopover in 
Anchorage, Alaska before continuing on to Kitakyushu, Japan. This meant the horses 
endured an additional landing and take-off, times when horses often go down. In the 
event that horses go down mid-flight, they cannot be removed and will suffer, perhaps 
die, in the crate. This has happened in the past. No amount of government platitudes 
can make this right!  

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/link1.png
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/horse-death-and-aircraft-damage-on-atlas-air-flight-from-calgary-to-japan/


 

The young horses on this fight were to have access to food and water prior to leaving 

the feedlot at 5:42 p.m. on June 5, however, neither would be provided again until their 

arrival at the quarantine facility in Japan. This adds up to approximately 24 hours 

without food or water, not including unloading from the aircraft in Japan and transport 

to quarantine there. 

 

Pictured below: Horses arriving at the Calgary International Airport on June 5, 2022 

 

Photo courtesy Canadians Against Live Export-YYC 

 

 

Photo courtesy Canadians Against Live Export-YYC 



 

 

 

 

Korean Air Cargo, flight #8204 was approximately 13 hours, 48 minutes in duration, including a stop in 

Anchorage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pictured below:  the 2-year-old gelding who went down twice in the crate he occupied with two 

other horses, while at the Calgary airport. He can also be seen in a brief video clip that was 

provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/sU3i29r36wM


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comments on The Humane Transportation of Animals form (below) describe the 

incident: 

 

 



Below: A partial list of the horses who were included on the Veterinary Health Certificate 

Export Horses to Japan.  

 

 



To receive a copy of the documents obtained through Access to Information for this file, 

please send your request in an e-mail to info@defendhorsescanada.org. 

 
  

The Canadian Horse Defence Coalition has been investigating the air transport of 
horses to Japan for slaughter and making available their findings since learning of 
them in 2010. 

In 2018, CHDC took the government to court over violations to the Health of 
Animals Act involving the exportation of horses as air cargo to Japan and South 
Korea for slaughter. Unfortunately, we lost the case but launched an appeal shortly 
thereafter and are presently waiting to hear when our appeal will be heard.  You 
can learn more about this on our website. 
 
 
On December 16, 2021, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau issued mandate letters to his 

Ministers. The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, 

was informed that the exports of live horses for slaughter are to be banned!  

This has not yet been implemented. 

Instead, Minister Bibeau informed the CHDC that government is in the early stages of 
analyzing their commitment to ban the exports of live horses for slaughter. 
 
 
Until a ban is actually in place, phone calls, letters and emails to Members of Parliament 

and to the Agriculture Minister are needed and can easily be sent using the links below: 

 To write to your MP: www.horseshit.ca or https://bit.ly/3AutWgn 

 To write to Minister Bibeau: https://bit.ly/3wzf5Pp 

 

 

 

For more information about horse slaughter and the live horse shipments to 
Japan and South Korea please visit our website, blog,  archived blog  and follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 
 

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/chdc-lawsuit/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/why-are-the-wheels-turning-so-slowly/
http://www.horseshit.ca/
https://bit.ly/3AutWgn
https://bit.ly/3wzf5Pp
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/live-exports/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/?fbclid=IwAR2Afj9lDSRWKWXj3LZ_8QdCSAe9Ta6zRjCQjZ6w-zUvusoGfejufQlJDQY
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/blog/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/?s=ATI&submit=Search
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHorseDefenceCoalition
https://twitter.com/defendhorsescan
https://www.instagram.com/cdnhorsedefence/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs2kT_mEHyU_Cw8WQBuaw_Q

