
 
 
 

20 Years of Service to Humans 
And This Is How It Ends? 

 
 
September, 2022 

 

 

Access to Information documents reveal yet another unforgiveable atrocity: the grueling 

story of an emaciated 20-year-old draft type mare who was forced to travel for over 

three hours from breeding farm to slaughterhouse. She was found collapsed in the 

trailer upon arrival and was killed by gunshot when discovered on the floor. Two other 

older mares traveled in the same trailer - more victims of this cruel industry that breeds 

horses for live export and slaughter in Japan. 

 

 

 



November 18, 2020 

 

On November 18, 2020, 3 older draft type ''slaughter'' horses were transported in a 

personal trailer to a horse slaughter plant from (redacted) by the owner. Because one 

mare would kick she was loaded in the front compartment, the other two were loaded 

in the back section as it was believed they were compatible. The horses were 

reportedly checked several times while en route.  

Upon arrival at the plant one of the mares in the back compartment was found down,      

with blood oozing from her nostrils. She would not get up and was euthanized on the 

trailer. She was thought to be over 20 years of age. 

In an interview with the son on November 27, 2020, he stated that he and his father 

work together at their ranch and contract and breed horses for custom feeding for 

Japan slaughter with (redacted). These three horses were a group of the older 

original brood mares from their band. He stated that they have 40 draft mares, 

stallions and upcoming replacement mares.  

He agreed the mare looked somewhat thin but hadn’t looked like that previous to a 

snowstorm earlier in the month (they planned to ship her then but the storm 

prevented them from doing so). He stated he would have no problem dealing with her 

at home but thought she would be able to withstand being transported for 

approximately 3 ½ hrs.  He was unaware of Health of Animals Regulations (HAR) or 

Transfer of Care but said he wanted to learn more as the situation upset him and 

wants to prevent it from happening again. 

 
Animal Receiving Barn, November 18 @ 13:30 

 

(Redacted) was informed by employee about horse down in a trailer; a draft mare, 

thin (Body Condition Score 1.5/9); not responding to external stimuli and she was 

euthanized on the trailer. The post- mortem inspection revealed no body fat, 

prominent pin bones, ribs and poor joint flexibility with swelling and crepitation 

sounds. 

 

“Mare was compromised and had gone 

through avoidable pain during transport.” 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._296/page-1.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._296/FullText.html?txthl=transfer+care#h-548225
https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex9622/$FILE/bcs-horse.pdf


Professional opinion: Mare was compromised and had gone through avoidable pain 

during transport. Euthanasia on farm would have been the best option and the owner 

agreed. 

 

 



 

Phone interview with son on November 27, 2020 



 



 
 

 



 

 

After having spent their lives producing foals for the export trade, these mares 
are discarded like yesterday's trash. Twenty years of service to humans, and this 
is how it ends?  

 

The breeder will receive a slap on the wrist because he was remorseful. He is being 
educated to use more care when tending to his horses. There will be no real, 
meaningful repercussions for neglecting an animal to the point of emaciation. He will 
continue to callously breed and send these beautiful, sensitive animals to their deaths in 
a foreign country.  

 

Unless we stop this despicable practice.  



The government has vowed to abolish the live exports of horses for slaughter. It 
is time for our legislators to put an end to the cruelty! 

 

 To write to your MP: www.horseshit.ca or https://bit.ly/3AutWgn 

 To write to Minister Bibeau: https://bit.ly/3wzf5Pp 

 

For more information about horse slaughter and the live horse shipments to 
Japan and South Korea please visit our website, blog,  archived blog  and follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

 

http://www.horseshit.ca/
https://bit.ly/3AutWgn
https://bit.ly/3wzf5Pp
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/live-exports/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/?fbclid=IwAR2Afj9lDSRWKWXj3LZ_8QdCSAe9Ta6zRjCQjZ6w-zUvusoGfejufQlJDQY
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/blog/
https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/?s=ATI&submit=Search
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHorseDefenceCoalition
https://twitter.com/defendhorsescan
https://www.instagram.com/cdnhorsedefence/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs2kT_mEHyU_Cw8WQBuaw_Q

