
 
 

 
 

CANADIAN HORSE DEFENCE COALTION RELEASES 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT DOCUMENTS ON 

LES VIANDES DE LA PETITE-NATION SLAUGHTER PLANT 
 

February 2014 
 
 

The document below is with regard to Les Viandes de la Petite-Nation 
(LPN) slaughterhouse in Saint André-Avelin, Quebec.  LPN was the subject 
of the CHDC’s December 3, 2011 ‘Pasture to Plate’ and can viewed in its 
entirety here. 
 
For additional information on Canada’s FOIA requests, please go here. 
 
To view previous CHDC Access to Information reports on LPN from July  
and September 2013. 
 
 
  

http://defendhorsescanada.org/investigations/pasture-to-plate
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/A-1/index.html
http://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/2013/07/31/canadian-horse-defence-coalition-releases-access-to-information-documents-on-slaughter-plant/
http://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/2013/09/18/canadian-horse-defence-coalition-releases-access-to-information-act-documents-biological-hazards-and-food-safety-concerns-revealed-at-les-viandes-de-la-petite-nation/


FILE CASE #3 
 

DOWNED DRAFT HORSE IN TRUCK WHILE EN ROUTE 
FROM U.S. AUCTION TO LPN SLAUGHTER PLANT 

and  
THE CONFUSION WITH RESPECT TO THE CFIA SEALS 

 
 

 
 
 
This case involves the transportation of a draft horse from the United States 
to LPN on June 2/3, 2011, USDA tag #3615.  The horse, identified by CFIA 
slaughterhouse inspectors, was listed as a Belgian.  FOIA requests from 
the USDA show that the draft was not a Belgian but a black Percheron 
mare with a star.   
 
The consignment was from Leroy Baker’s Sugarcreek Livestock Auction in 
Sugarcreek, Ohio.  The Percheron mare was listed as 300 months of age or 
25 years old. 
 
Below is the USDA VS Form 17-140 (USDA veterinary health certificate): 
 

 
 
 

   
2 



 

 

   
3 



 
 
 
 
 

   
4 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
5 



 
 
 
The document above is the Owner/Shipper Certificate, Fitness to Travel to 
a Slaughter Facility.  Note that the number of horses on the load is 27 – 
these documents are filled out ahead of time and are hand 
delivered/couriered to the kill buyer.  The USDA DOES NOT PHYSICALLY 
SEE ANY OF THESE HORSES.  The first time they are viewed by an 
agency is at the border crossing into Canada where they are physically 
viewed and the load is sealed. By the time the truck crossed into Canada, 
the load carried 23 horses. 
 
 
Below are 2 pages from the CFIA Inspector’s Non Compliance Report, 
following is the translation: 
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Translation from Remarks Section above: 
 
A journey of horses imported from the United States arrives at (Les Viandes 
de la Petite-Nation slaughter plant) establishment designation 505.  This 
journey of horses left (name withheld) on June 2, 2011 at 6:00 a.m. and 
arrived on June 3, 2011 at 7:50 a.m. after 25 hours and 50 minutes in the 
trailer. 
 
(Name withheld) warns us when arriving at the plant he has a Belgian 
(USDA tag) #3615 lying aground (in the trailer) since (passing through) 
Toronto and for this reason wishes to disembark before the other trailers.  
While disembarking, I indeed see a Belgian lying down on the right side, her 
head leaning against the wall of the trailer and her four legs are folded on 
the barrier that separates the groups of horses.  The Belgian is (making) a 
sound I do not know, one of distress or severe fatigue.  Her legs are stuck 
on the barrier so she can’t get up.  A halter is put on the horse to help her 
stand up.  (Name withheld) vigorously stimulates the horse USDA tag 
#3615 but there is no reaction with the legs as if to rise.  The horse was 
rendered insensible with a bolt gun and a second one was given, followed 
by killing with a knife intra-thoracically on the left side.  It was brought out of 
the truck and placed with the non-edible products. 
 
(Name withheld) told me that while travelling through Toronto his truck was 
cut off by a car that forced him to use his brakes suddenly.  On leaving 
Toronto, he stopped and found that the Belgian horse was lying on its right 
side.  He tried to right it, but another Belgian stepped over it.  He thought 
that if he could unload the horses, the Belgian could stand.  Believing there 
was nothing better to do than proceed to the slaughterhouse, he came to 
the slaughterhouse.  This journey took 6 hours.   
 
I asked (name withheld) if the company (name withheld) had an 
“Emergency Plan” in cases of situations like this.  He responded no, no 
emergency plan and in such situations they told him ‘Deal with it yourself.’ 
He added that in any case he couldn’t do anything because a CFIA 
inspector must remove the seals. 
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Translation continued:  
 
I explained to him that his Company must provide an emergency plan of 
action including addresses and telephone numbers of veterinarians and 
landing locations as well as telephone numbers for the CFIA or a person 
close by that would give him permission to remove the seals in order to 
assist the horses in trouble.  (Name withheld) added that on his way from 
Toronto to St. Andre-Avelin there are at least three auctions where he could 
stop to unload the horses, at Kitchener (Ontario Livestock Exchange, 
Kitchener, Ontario), Cookstone (Cookstown, Ontario stockyards) and 
Brussel (Brussels Livestock in Brussels, Ontario). 
 
(The inspector goes on to quote the Health of Animals Regulations,). 
 
According to Article 138 (4) No railway company or motor carrier shall 
continue to transport an animal that is injured of becomes ill or otherwise 
unfit for transport during a journey beyond the nearest suitable place at 
which it can receive proper case and attention. 
 
The CFIA inspector recommended a pecuniary sanction against the 
shipper.  As stated previously, it is not known what monetary amount was 
recommended nor if the money was collected.  Quarterly reports on the 
CFIA’s AMPs (Administrative Monetary Penalties) system are made public 
at this link; however, individual violators are not identified unless they are 
repeat offenders. 
 
All of the horses arriving at the Canadian border from the U.S. for slaughter 
purposes are inspected at designated borders across Canada, with their 
U.S. counterpart listed here.  These crossings can also been seen on this 
map. 
 
Once they are inspected at the Canadian border, a CFIA inspector seals 
the load of horses and the truck is allowed to continue its journey to the 
slaughter plant.  Under Canadian regulations, feeder horses are required to 
be slaughtered within four days after the load has been sealed.  
 
Despite this regulation being in effect for at least half a dozen years, it 
appears that the U.S. suppliers (i.e. horse auctions in the U.S. and the kill 
buyers who frequent them) and Canadian slaughter plant owners and 
personnel remain confused by this system.  
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http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._296/
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/compliance-and-enforcement/amps/eng/1324319195211/1324319534243
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/humane-transport/horses/designated-border-ports/eng/1324090361423/1324310392596
http://defendhorsescanada.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Map-US-CDA-plants-border-crossingsR.png


 
 
What is alarming is that these loads are coming in from the usual supply 
source, major kill buyer auctions such as this one in Ohio: Sugarcreek.  Yet 
this driver stated that he was not provided with a contingency plan with a list 
of contact numbers to call should he run into difficulties while en route.  Nor 
did he seem to have the common sense to immediately call the Ontario 
Provincial Police – at least as a last resort – which would have provided aid 
and/or at the very least contact the OSPCA for prompt action on how best 
to proceed.  
 
The 401 corridor that he chose to transport this load through Toronto is well 
policed by O.P.P.; had he decided to pull over at any point along Highway 
401, an O.P.P. cruiser would have responded within minutes.  His failure 
not to do this put his load at risk and resulted in this aged mare suffering 
intolerably for an additional six hours as he continued onward to the 
slaughter plant.   
 
Additional information on sealed loads can be found on the CFIA web site 
here. 
 
It is also interesting to note that the CFIA, who have repeatedly and 
emphatically stated their dedication to ensuring humane transport and who 
are legally mandated to ensure the safety of all livestock transportation 
arriving from the U.S. under sealed loads, have not emphasized their 
‘contingency plans’ in greater detail.  
 
While they do have policies in place, perhaps if they listed all contact 
numbers for CFIA staff, provincial police and provincial humane societies as 
well as contact numbers for nearby auctions or places the horses could be 
unloaded, these events would not occur.   Clearly, there is a need for 
further dialogue between auctions, transporters, slaughter plants and the 
CFIA.  
 
And - it is not only transport drivers that show confusion regarding the 
cutting of the CFIA seals.  The following is a March 22, 2011 excerpt from a 
conversation between an LPN plant employee and, assumingly, a CFIA 
inspector, regarding the authorization to remove the seals on loads.   
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http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/meat-and-poultry-products/manual-of-procedures/chapter-10/annex-l/eng/1336336368998/1336336469987
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/humane-transport/compromised-animals-policy/eng/1360016317589/1360016435110


 
 
Note also here, that there is the suggestion by plant personnel that the 
CFIA, who are mandated to oversee the humane treatment of slaughter 
animals, are ‘suggesting that the horses remain on the truck overnight’ and 
as well the seemingly cash-strapped CFIA wouldn’t agree to additional 
funding for a CFIA inspector for overtime to cut the seals on the truck.   
 
Canadian regulations state that horses are allowed to be transported across 
borders for up to 36 hours without feed and water and only then after this 
time has elapsed, must be provided with a ‘rest period.’ 
 
Here is the comment from the email document directly below in its entirety: 
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http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/humane-transport/horses/fit-for-the-trip/eng/1363747385631/1363747449156
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Additional information on Humane Transport/Animal Welfare can be found 
on the CFIA web site. 
 

If anyone has further information on this black Percheron mare (USDA 
auction tag #3615) sold at Sugarcreek Auction likely on May 31, 2011, 
please do not hesitate to email us – confidentiality assured. 

The CHDC is a not-for-profit, all volunteer organization and welcomes any 
feedback on any and all investigations and/or campaigns. 

Please help us to continue our work to secure Canadian government 
legislation to prohibit our horses here in Canada and those that are 
imported from the United States, from being slaughtered for human 
consumption. 

Any and all donations are welcome – no donation is too small. Further 
information on how to donate is available on our web site and our blog. 

Donations can be made through  
For more information, please join us at the following links: 

Web site:     www.defendhorsescanada.org 
Blog:            http://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/ 
Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHorseDefenceCoalition 
Youtube:      http://www.youtube.com/user/defendhorsescanada 
Twitter:         https://twitter.com/defendhorsescan 
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http://www.inspection.gc.ca/animals/terrestrial-animals/humane-transport/eng/1300460032193/1300460096845
mailto:info@defendhorsescanada.org
http://www.defendhorsescanada.org/
http://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHorseDefenceCoalition
http://www.youtube.com/user/defendhorsescanada
https://twitter.com/defendhorsescan
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=AMSH7J6BJZVN4

