
 

 

Access-To-Information Documents Reveal Horse 
Death On Atlas Air Flight To Japan 

 

Access-To-Information documents received regarding a March 11, 2015 live horse shipment 
from the Calgary Airport describe the conditions under which several horses went down once 
loaded, or prior to being loaded, on an Atlas Air flight to Osaka, Japan. 

Of the horses that were taken back to be assessed, one horse was found to be deceased in 
the crate.  No explanation was provided for the cause of death, and it`s unknown whether a 
necropsy was performed on the deceased horse. 

In section 37 of the Humane Transportation of Animals form, the following non-compliance is 
recorded:  

'' there is an animal present that has not been properly segregated from an animal that is 
incompatible by nature''. 

Health of Animals Regulations Part XII states: 

141 (4) Animals of the same species that are incompatible by nature shall be 
segregated during transport.

(8) Every equine over 14 hands in height shall be segregated from all other 
animals during transport by air 

HTTPS://LAWS-LOIS.JUSTICE.GC.CA/ENG/REGULATIONS/C.R.C.,_C._296/PAGE-17.HTML#H-76  

 

    

http://cvewc.org/?p=302
http://cvewc.org/?p=302
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._296/page-17.html#h-76


 

 



 

An explanation for disregarding section 141 (8) is provided on the next page, along with a 
description of the morning's events: 

 

 

 

March 11, 2015 

8:15 a.m.   Loading of plane began 

9:26 a.m.  "It was noticed that one of the horses that had been loaded onto the plane had gone 
down.  Shortly after that, another horse, not yet on the plane, was also noticed to have gone 
down.  These two crates were brought to the airport barns to be unloaded and have the horses 
assessed.  Both horses were able to rise on their own.  One appeared immediately fit for 
transportation, while the other appeared to have a sore left hind leg.  During this time, on of the 
operators of a TUG loader heard a loud bang in a third crate.  He checked the crate and found 
two horses had gone down.  This crate was also brought to the barn to be unloaded.  Once the 
two still-standing horses were out, one of the two downed horses rose on its own and exited the 
crate.  This horse was observed and appeared fit for transport.  The other downed horse (brand 
__   ) was found to be dead with no visible trauma.  CFIA veterinarian__ was called in to assess 
the dead horse and the horse with the sore left hind leg.  ____ assessed the latter to be fit for 
transport. 

_________________ were interviewed regarding the dead horse.  Loading of the horses from 
the feedlot started at 8:00 p.m. and finished at 8:30 p.m.  Crating of the horses at the airport 
began at 10:00 p.m. and was completed by 12:00 p.m.  ______ says 'he and his guys' checked 
the horses after crating at approx. 12:00 a.m. and again at approximately 6:30 a.m... No horses 
were observed to be in distress during this time." 

Crates were checked by inspector ______ at 6:30 a.m.  All horses were observed to be 
standing upright. 

Last crate was loaded onto the plane at 11:50 a.m. 

Plane departed Calgary Airport at 12:30 p.m." 



 

 

 

 

 



An e-mail indicates that all horses arrived in Japan safely.  One horse went down during the 
flight but was reported to be able to get up at arrival. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The flight was 10 h 28 minutes in duration. 

 

 

From the information provided we can estimate the total time the horses were confined without 
access to food or water to be in excess of 27 hours. This does not include travel time to the 
quarantine facility. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

All documents can be viewed as they were received here with portions of the information 
having been exempted under sections 17,19(l),20(1)(c), and 20(l)(d) of the Access to 
Information Act. 

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Downed-deceased-horse-at-YYC-March-2015.pdf
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