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The CHDC has recently obtained documents through Access to Information which include 
information regarding several instances of injured and deceased horses as well as an 
accounting of a disturbing incident that occurred in 2014. 

On October 21, 2014 Atlas Air flight number 5Y-5487 left the Calgary airport carrying 85 draft 
horses to Japan for slaughter.  Three horses were in twenty-eight of the crates and one crate 
held one horse. 

There was a non-scheduled stop in Anchorage so an injured horse could be attended to 
and aircraft damage could be assessed as “… a horse had kicked through its stall and 
had done major damage to its crate and the aircraft fuselage”. 

Upon landing the injured horse was found to have died. 

 

The aircraft is said to have landed in Anchorage on October 21, 2014 at approximately 7:45 
a.m.  Nine crates were moved onto the tarmac and the remainder were left on the plane.  

According to the handler the deceased horse had been agitated upon loading, fell on take-off, 
remained down during the flight, was thrashing and kicked through the wooden crate 
resulting in significant damage to the inner lining of the fuselage wall.   



Two other horses occupied the same crate. In order to remove them from the damaged crate 
they shared with the deceased horse, it was aligned with the crate containing one horse. The 
two horses were then prodded to move from the crate they occupied into the other.  While this 
was occurring, the single horse was restrained with a rope and ‘’remained calm as he/she was 
older and had been previously haltered many times, compared to 50% of the load which were 
young and handled minimally, if at all”.   

The dead horse was left in the crate which was loaded in the back of the aircraft for transport on 
to Japan for ‘’disposition’’.   

A handler stayed with the aircraft until 3 p.m. with another arriving at 1:30 p.m. to relieve her. 
This person stayed with the horses until 5:30 a.m. the following day (Oct. 22).  At approximately 
6 p.m. it became apparent that departure that evening was unlikely so the decision was made to 
move the crates still inside the aircraft outside as the horses were sweating and more restless 
than those on the tarmac. One horse was observed to be sternally recumbent but not 
distressed. The crates were offloaded at 10 p.m. 

Providing feed and water was discussed several times during the day but never carried out. This 
was based in part on the owner’s prior experience; specifically in consideration to: safety to 
horses, past struggles in crate and slippery surfaces, the handler unable to leave the aircraft 
and Japanese restrictions regarding foreign feed products being brought onboard the aircraft. 

A comment left in the margin notes points out that feeding and watering is the owner’s decision 
until the regulatory requirement comes into play. Problems listed with feeding these particular 
horses in a confined crate were: inter animal aggression, water spillage making the footing 
slippery as well as the production of animal waste adding to the slippery condition. 

 

 

 



At 9 a.m. on October 22 an empty replacement aircraft arrived.  Loading of the horses began at 
9:30 a.m. and the aircraft left for Japan at 11:37 a.m. 

From landing to departure, the horses were on the ground in Anchorage from 7:45 a.m. October 
21 to 11:37 a.m. on October 22, approximately 27 hours, 52 minutes in all.  

Most horse flights destined for Japan that we have observed from Calgary to Anchorage are a 
little over 3 hours in duration while flight times from Anchorage to airports In Japan ranged from 
7h 38 minutes to 8h 41 minutes: 

Calgary (YYC) airport to Anchorage (ANC) = average 3 hours 

Time on ground in Anchorage = approximately 27 hours 52 minutes 

Anchorage to Japan flight = average 8 hours 

Total time with no access to food or water = approximately 38 hours 52 minutes 

This does not include: 

• time taken transporting  the horses from the feedlot to the Calgary airport 
• the length of time the crated horses spent at the airport prior to the flight or  
• how long it took to complete the unloading procedure and transport to the 

quarantine station in Japan.   

 

 

All but the recumbent horse were standing upon departure, “and of course the dead one”.  The 
horses were reported to have arrived in Japan in good condition. No other information is 
supplied. 

 

 

 

In addition to the Incident Report a number of photos taken at Anchorage were released and are 
included below. 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Reading through the documents we find several more instances of horses who were injured or 
had died as a result of these flights. 

 

March 15, 2015 

One horse died at the Calgary airport while the crates were being loaded on the aircraft. 

 

 

 



 

November 7, 2018 

On November 7, 2018 a 10 year old Belgian cross mare was found to be down in a crate at the 
Calgary airport.  She was breathing heavily and unable to rise on her own.  A veterinarian was 
eventually called and she was euthanized.  A more in depth account can be found here. 

 

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com/2019/02/25/ati-documents-reveal-downed-horse-euthanized-at-calgary-international-airport-before-japan-flight/


 

 

May 11, 2020 

One horse death was reported to have occurred on a flight from Winnipeg. For more information 
please refer to the CHDC’s report here. 

 

 

https://canadianhorsedefencecoalition.org/horse-dies-on-korean-air-flight-from-winnipeg-to-japan/


 

 



 

 

Numerous photos were sent with the above documents but without identifying which flight or 
incident they are associated with. A very brief video was also included which shows a down 
horse breathing heavily and in obvious distress. While a horse with what appears to be the 
same brand number (267) can be seen standing in several photographs the sequence of events 
is unknown to us. 



 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

A very brief video of horse 267, the horse shown above, can be viewed here. 

https://vimeo.com/487825432








 

Another horse’s feet can be seen in the lower left corner of the photo 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                  No information on this horse’s injury was given 

 

The CHDC is making these documents available to the public and can be viewed as received 
here, with portions having been exempted under Sections of the Access to Information Act. 

 

 


